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we hold” our hitherto-continued 6 
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;"Whaz the bleſſed Gdd expeReth "Aids his People, and what >" 
_ * they may rationally look for from him, - of 5 


Deljpkted in a SERMON Preached in A RO 2 
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| By Mr; W. Stoughton, Preacher. of che Goipel 16 | De 7" I IR 
Ia. 51: 7:8. Hearken to me, ye that know r1gbteon[teſs, the prople in whiſe bear 
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u my law, fear ye 201 the-reproach of min, aeither be aftaid-of. "theirs 
3 aid the worm'y 


recilings. For the moth ſhall cat them up like's'g 
i hah. eve, "andy Þ x I 


ſhall eat them like wonl/ ; but my rigetronſteſs 


ſalt verion | from gener ation to otner1t;on. WY © 
; Maggai x; - Vet now be flrong, - O Zrruboakil, l, [aith' OED be Hoi, 2 


Toſh a The High Prieft, and be ſtrong all ye peovie'df- the {aril, Jap th 


Lord, and work: for 1 am with you, ſaith th? Lurd of. 
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An Advertiſement to the Reader. 

Chriſtian Reader, 
neerning this SerMon Which 11.n0w. offering it ſelf - to 

thy fu. and heart, 1 muſt ſay What I am fully per- 
ſmaaed of, viz. T hat it containeth woras of uprightneſs 
and truth, and ſuch as to many Auditors preſent at the 
pnblick Preaching of it, were very acceptable : When they came warns 
from the month and.-fpirit of the ſpeaker, 1 donbt not, but they car- 
ricd with them ſweetneſs through the ear to the heart of tach rightly 
prepared hearer. To receive with affetion, is good, but not all the 
entertainment we owe towe[ ages, ſent by the God of Salvationse * 
his C ovenant-peeple. Words of wiſdome muſt bras Nails faſtened, 
Eccl. 12.11. the word of Chrift msſt abide, 70h 15.7. and. dwell 
richly in us; Cel.3,16, The helping forward of [o' good a Work, 
hath.occafioned a Perſon of Worth, eminth»ly aff: Fed to thine, and 
this pacr Countries beft goid, in ſubſervienty to the glory of the 
bl:fſed God of Truth, to adventure the publiſhing, F: What the 
pious Author was well-nigh invincibly unwillizg Þould ever have 
come forth, In hearing, the attentive minde nr ff hold pace with 
the frraker, ollowing him through all particulars from the begin- 
ning tothe end of his Mcſſage: but in reading we have this aa- 
vintage, that we may flay and dwell ipen what we have firſt a 
minde to, and by ſerious thoughts and humble proyer, improve it to 
onr good, withaut depriving our ſilves of opportunity of doing the 
like, with any other part of it afterward, Thou baft now a help to 
dra {ru many ufeful (but poſſibly forgotten) paſſages. 01 
Whoſe Prov: | nee bath brought thu to thy hands, expetl ah a [utable 
impropement ; an awakening, oufitng autchenins, i the beſt uſe. 
. wenn make of it, Vifeble benefit an 7 wow 6 like to prove the 
beft expedient to eaſe the ſpirit of the too-unwilling Author, of that | 
trouble which an exceſs of modeſtly may have made him capable of, -3 
for being by & friendly violence thus thruſt ont pen the Staye., © 
Some ger ſons, not berw, but cut out of their Mothers Wonibs, hw: 


1 if 9, 4 t = x The 
prowtd gonſiaderable_ for AQ ion, if Hiſtories may be erraited. rhe 


Heawens bl: ſing may wake this ſcaſonable Sermon (0, is the hope ana, 
Pall kettle jeg of bim whe ts unteignedly \. 
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| Thine in the Lord Jeſus, .- 7.&. 
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Iſaiah 63. "Wi ow 
For he ſaid, Surely they ere my people, children that will not 
lic : ſo he was their Saviour. | 


"oF 


"N chis Chapter-(co give..you onely a very ſhort view of 
© the Context) you may take notice of theſe three parts. 

1, An Interlocution -or Dialogue between Chriit and. 
_ his: Church, contained in- the firſt fix Verſes. The un- 


4 


expected appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his glorious. 


works of Vengeance upon his peoples egemies, and.of Salya-, 
tian to-his Church, it draws forth the, Churches earneſt En- 
quiries; and theſe her Enquiries they draw forth Chriſts diſtin 
Anſwers, even as it is promiſed er.33.3. Call zpex me and I 
will anſwer thee, and ſvew thee great and mighty things which thou 
kieweſt wor, Chrilt loves to be. gueſtioned with concerning his 
great works of Providence, becauſe he deſires to be kyoWn unto 
his people in chem, and-to acquaint chem with the great deſigns 
he hath in hand, as here he iz graciouſly pleaſed co do, © 
2. An Acknowledgemeat of Praiſe from the Church; in the. 
recounting, and calling to minde of eminent paſſages of former 
mercy and kindneſs extended fo her, from ver.7, to vr.l5.. 
3.. The Churches earneſt.Prayer and pleaditig with God 
hereupon, from.v.15. to the ends Look down from taven,&c; 
The Verſe read, comes under the fecond 'of theſe Heads... 
Chriſt having declared, not only his Perſo, but alſo lis preſent 
defign ad work to be the wonderful deſtruion-of his and, his 
peoples enemies, and the.ſalvation of his Redezemed ones ; The 
Church is preſently ſtriking upon the ſameftririg off Mercy,and* 
that her faich and hope mighc be furcher confirmed, add her' 
heart enlarged, ſhe preſently ecchoes unta Chriſt, by teftvig. 
over.tlie former, Kories of his. loving kindneſs, ver.7, 1 Will Wt#-* 
HOW... 


New-Englaads Trae 7#:ereſt. 
ties tbe. lowing kindieſſci of 'the-Loyd,' 8c, * Now: (as'one af 
nates: ado olece) 'AS pood: Hiſtorians 4 og elate 
meer nakedimaccers df fac; +but: chejerſon#'alſs,' and confide- 
rations moving ſo or fo, with the effe&s and reſulrances ;' ſo the 
Church, —— here the loving kindneſſes of - theLord from 
an ancient date, eſts in the words read; the Confiderations 
upon which the Lord-proceededto be the Saviour of this people; 
For nfs Bice; ucn5 tte Rent efhh's ar OD cn te FAO CGG Ie Be gale BY 
The words of the Text may be thus divided. Wehave in them 
..1, The Lords juſt expeRarions'of his people, and that pro- 
miſe which he makes to himſelf of great clings from them, He 
ſeid, Snrely they.are my replsehiives that wilt wt lie, 
2.. The.influence of theſ® things'vpon che Lords Saviourly 
underidkings with and for his puople't $6 he wi thiir Suvionr.' | 
. Or a little more largely:the words hold forth to us = G 
| I, Thebeſt Relation wherein any people:can ſtand, and that”. | 
i$t0 be.che Lords people. MOOS : = 
:i_24 ,T bat. eminent. Qualification (which ſuits with fuc/a Rela\! 
tion}; - T'o.be chilarey than will not tie © oO OOO 
- - 3; TheLords ſolemn Aﬀertion'and Confideratior of ' ſuch 2 
Relation and Qualification in the people fpoken of ; For he ſaid, - 
Suarth they are my people, &c. He affirms ſuch a Relation, and he': 
ſalemaly expeR>and promiſeth to himſelf ſuch an anſwerable 
Que: 5770 bor nn hn nt 2 3 VT 
- 4.: The Lords Ebgagements and AQtings as 'a Saviout 'to-' 
wards this ts people hiereupon;or as influenced bychefethings. 
Having ſuch an expeRation, and conceiving ſach hopes of- this: 
_ people, -as to promiſe to himſelf ſuch things from them, The - 
Lord reſolves to undertake, and: doth aRuallyengage himſelf; 
in the whole work of their. Salvation: Proving thett and trying = 
ther unger a lidgular.diſpenfarion, and-lorp continnediſerics Þ 
mercy, which\began with'their Rederyprion our of ' Egype, ahd 
fo was carried. on through che Wilderneſs: unto Canaan, as int 
the Verſes following the Text is moreffully declared, - 
God is here ſpoken of after the mnzer of men, 'as giving ris. - 
himſelfthe grounds and reaſons of bis own great undercaking, - FR 
And therefore theexpreſlions of the Text! do no whit impeach = 
the fore-knowledge of God, whereby heknew from the begin=- . 
ning what che cebcllions and backllidings of this people —_ 


| begeven ain v.30, weſmd ie; 'buothe Lord ſpeaks arvrrof an, 
judging of ,aacters, -and-rakirig up-Þiv hopes; according to che 
" viſible and” apparent jaſt grounds ant rcafons of things,” even 
 aSa prudent ans wiſe man would in the lthe caſe have done : for 
who is there that would not have promiſed co himſelf great - 
things from apegpleſo engaged and circumftanced, in caſe ſo 
' great mercy and falyation were' ſhewn ro: their? : Now that 
which the Lord promiſeth to himſelf and expeRs from them, is; 
That they would prove Children that wont mer br. © 

Tolie, in the ſenſe of the Text, takes in greedy as well as words, 
yea matters of fat more eſpecially. The Spirit of God means 
hereby aft Tnſoundne/s,. 'Perfidionſneſs, Prevarication With .the' 
Zvrd, whereby, wego comrary ta ous: Eaparanre, and prove 
unfairhful ro-him,. - The, wore is; exdnilaced in orker: ptaces ro 
acal falfly, as Gen,2 1.23. andre fail, Pſal: 89:93; Itisro be re- 
fertef unto the maiters of the Lords Covexant wich his people. 
God expects and promiſerh to himſelf: that'jn- theſe rhinys his 
people will brep ronweþ mich him,and wor farigh. - Thrborh arch 


aſſercs her uprighrneſs, by reineving che. Zi far from her;ſelf,' 
P/4l.44:174-All-8is come upon-us,yet;havs we not forporten 


thee, nor dealt faiſly in thy Covenant: the word is the ſame 
with that inthe Text ; We have not /iz4 unto rheein thy Cove- 
nant. . This is:che plain meaning of thewords © They 'will- be 
perfeft, upright, faithful to me and With me in all the. tonatrrumbnts 
of my-Covenant with thew ., ' | have thee nopd per ſroufden of. them, 
and 7 ' will try them with mercy and [atvation, yo ſte how hey will 

anſwer and make good my-expett ations of them, 45 
From his 8:4. Verſe, as relating unto the next foregoing, we 
may briefly take-up thts Note :.. FR MST: 

The | fot aiv, wid. felneſs of all the. Bl:ſfugs of the' wthplt” of 

Gad, it s. contained m:liiz, to Jmaue the Lord Fthbwah to be their 
Fawvionr, ' All the loving kindneſſes, all the Lortds'brffowings, ' all 
his. great gooune/s and mercies/ mentioned m wr; 7, they are 
ſumm'd up in, and made to flow from this onerthins in ver. 8. 
He beeame their $avionr... i 1 109, fe OUS 
|» Rea, 1, From the-Compreiberftiencſ7 of Salvatidn; It '&6n- 
-  tainSin.it all che-good and bleflatneds of (firmerys, whither rem- 
poral .or.i ſpiritua}, and charin #way' of glotious' Redemption 
from, conqueſt and criumph over, .and deftruRion-of _ 
—— oever 


_— 
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wion, whether by way of doweric, - v4 "I 


ſoever can be found a _ - 
eff a5 aniudveyſ& workiy powrr, Ot Saleation.may every poor 
believing/Soul; or Feoplerſay, and chatin their wort. and moſt 
diſtreſſed eſtate, A!! my well-ſprings are in thee, + 
Reaſ.2. From the infinite Sxſficiency of the Undertaker, when 
the Lord Jehovah ts the Saviour, or undertakes to become che 
Saviour, /[ſa,45, 11. 
Uſe 1, Learn wethen, that we arc __— notive of divine 
$.lvatios, or of God as a Seviaur, in all that which the Lord ' 
hath graciouſly beſtowed upon us his poor people in this Wil- 
derneſs; Our Churches, our Ordinances, our Libertzes and Prom 
wikeages, our Aerciesthis day, and unto this day from the be- 
pinning, they are ſtreams iſſuing from this ane Founcain-head, - 
and lines meeting in this Centre; Divine Saluatios.. Wehave- 
enjoyed them, and do yer enjoy them ir away of: Salvation. - 
Our Liberties and Priviledges they are Rearemed Renſomed Mem 
cies, malign them who will, The Price, and Power, and Inter- 
ceſſion of a Ffeaiztor, and of many precious Sainrs, have given- 
and continued them wato us, Many 2a time bave the frohers * 
foot at chem, Sins ard Enemies, Satan and his Inſtrumemcs: have 
ſtood in oppoſition , bur the Salvarion of God harh prevailed, 
and doth yer prevail : fo- that we may make onr entrance this 
day with that cciumph'of boly Afary,. Luke 1.46, 47. Our forls 
6 1magvifie the Lord, andiour fpivits de mejoree inGollunr Saoiexy. 
©/+ 2, Then: ler us congznve to draw all. oxy waters ont of 171191 14 44) 
thiſe weir of Salvation, the Redeeming grace, and power, and | 
pity, and faithfulneſs of the Lord-onr God, as a Saviour tous 
and with us. They arc men of «fe inderd, that have good - 
buckets of Faith and Prayer tolet down here, Of fuch precious _ 
ones let the Gevermare of frudab ſay 1n their haarts, hed #Feſe Tech, 12 5. 
foall berthriv frengeh, in rhe Lardof Hoſts rheir Gott, You that 
een draw'hence, pare no-labour nor pains, , The Well indeed is 
deep, but the Spirit of God is wich you, and theſe waters 
drawn out by alively:conftant ating of Fairh, will abundantly 
recompenceall our labour. ..By:thefe-fhall che wwhovirwnce of 2he 
Lord bt vefrefled whorit © weary; 'yea, in duetithe, 'they ſhalf 
flow forth eoibe unto us « plare of braad Morrr and ſfrommy, where- 
tn fball go no gatley with oars, nor gallant fhip fhall paſy therebyeven 
watets of - plenty and ſcruricy co:che.Locds people. J/z,3 3427.: 
46 | bd. But : 
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-:But:there are two other Obſervations from the words which 
I mainly intend , unts'which let. me ſpeak ſeverally.in;the Do- 
Rrinal. part of them, and ſo joyn them both togerher'in: the 
Application, : | If 

There ts a time and ſeaſon wherein the Lord tries and proves a 
people With mercies, or with ſalvation, unaer his juſt and 
righteous Expeftations of them, and the promiſes which he 
: hath:made unto himſelf concerning them. * + 2 4: 

This is'a ſpeaking of God after the manner of men;*and in 

this way we utter matter of truch concerning him , we ſpeak 
of him things that are right, though ina way of imperfettion as 
to OUr 2a7zer, As God is ſaid ſometimes to Well a thing, but 


OTE  —_— 


. not according to bis Omniportency, for then it ſhould bemoſt 


certainly effected : ſo he is ſaid alſo to expe& and look for ſome 
things, and to make a. promiſe of them to. himſelf, -but nor ac- 
cording to his infinite unerring Preſcience, Thus the Lord ſaich 
that he looked for grapes from his vineyard, la.5.2,4. and ver.7, 
He looked for judgement, but behold oppreſſion, for righteouſmſs, 
but behold a cry. 'So Zeph. 3.7. 1 ſaid, Sarely thog wilt fear me, 
thor wilt receive inſtruttion : and 1n that Parable, IZatth.21.37. 
T hey will reverence my ſon. - 
In this DoEtrine there are three things to be ſpoken to. 

Firſt, The grounds and foundations of theſe Expett ations of 
God, upon which, or according unto which, he raiſerh his hopes 
and confidences concerning any people,ſoas ro ſay of them, Sure- 
ly they will be thus, or dv > A as I would have them to-be ar'do, 
Now here there are theſe five particulars, briefly as the grounds 
of the Lords ExpeRations, 

I,. The ſpecial Relation of a people unto G od. or that Cove- 
nant-relation whereinto che Lord frives a people.that they may 
be His ; Surely they are 45 people, and. chen & follows, Chi/- 
dren that will not tie, The Lord fourids his whole Law, in the 
Siving of it to 7/7acl, upon a Preface of Jntereft 1n them, Exod, 
20.2. I am the Lord thy God. A Parent expects more from a 


 Childe then from any other, becauſe of the'Relation.: Fer. 2.14. 


if 1/-acl had been no more then a /ervant.o* a home-born' ſlave, . 
the Lord had not expeRed ſo great things from: him ,] bur now 
being a ſon, yea a firſt-bory, Exod.q.22. this makes the Judge: 
ments of .God executed upon him for rebellions- an fk 

idings 


— of 


—_ EEG SG toi, 


ſhdings to be, though more frange and aſtoniſhing, yet moſt ju 
and righteoms. 4 i8y 

2. The Extrattion of a people, or their deſcent from ſuch and 
ſuch Parents and Progenitors ; when they do not onely ſtand in 
relation to God, -but are born and grow up into Covenant with 
him, as the ſeed and poſterity of the Lords fairhful ones, This 
is implied in thac expreſſion of Children in the Text, it notes 
not onely their Relation unto God as a Father, but unto pioxs 
and religious Parents, the Lords' faithful Covenanting Servants, 
rex. hf Parentage and Deſcent is of great moment with the 
Lord , hence he calls and names his people ſo often in Scripture 
from their. pious Anceſtors, Thus the whole Race is called Facob 
and 1/racl, the ſeed of facob and of 1ſrael, Plal. 22:23. Iſa.45.19. 
the Pofterity of Abrabam, &c, Covenanting holy Parents, they 
area holy Root unto their Seed; and the Lord may well expect 
that the Braxches ſhould be anſwerable unto the Roor, Hence Rom, 11.16. 
the Lord ſolemnly calls upon his people to look to tbe Rock. 
Whence they were hewen, and to the hole of the Pit whence they were 
digged; tO look unto Abrabam their father, and to Sarah that 
bare them, Iſa.51.1,2. Ts 

3. The ſolemn aftual Reſtipulations of a people unto God,where- 
by they do more explicicly binde themſelves, and come under 
voluntary deliberate Engagements unto God. When God hath 
the Vows and Promiſes; the Hands and Seals, the ſolemn Cove» 
\ nant-Deeds of a people, now he may well expe that from ſuch 
a time they will never fa;/ him more, but abide faithful'and con- 
feant. Thus it was with Iſrael, er.2,20, Dent.26.17. foſh.24. 
21,22. 

4. The Advantages and Priviledges of. a people. A people in 
Covenant, are a people of many Advantages, and the Lord 
builds his ExpeRations upon theſe, Rom.3.1,2. & 9.4,5- God 
looked for grapes from his vineyard, /a.5.becauſe he had fenced 
it, and gathered out the ſtones, and built a tower in the midſt thereof, 
aud made a wint-preſs therein, ver.1,2, When the rain cometh 
oft upon the ground, the Husbandman expeReth meet frat , 
and good reaſon, becauſe of this advantage : fruitful [eaſons 
afforded, make us to expe a plentiful Harveſt. . If God be not 
wanting in Ordinances, in ſending Meſſergers one after ano- 
_ ther, in ſetting up Lights in the Candleſticks, in holding —_ 

B Te 
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==the Rule unto a people, and diſcovering the Patrern of his konſe 


Plal. 25. 19, 


[3 - 65.103-18. 


to them, &c. he will certainly expe& and require ſingular 
things from them ; for unto whom much i gives, from them ſhall 
wuch be required, Luk.12.48.Pſal. 147.19,20.Mat,11:20,21,0c, 
5. T he primitive. Conſtitution of | a people, and their firſt wayes 
of walkint With God according unto ſuch a Conſtitution, When 
d mademan at firſt;he res þ him »pright,, when God dorh in 
a.more then .ordinary way of Providence form a props; and 
ſettle chem to be a people to himſelf, rhere is ever that which is 
eminent in the primitive frame. of things amongſt them, which 
God expeRts that they ſhould keep to, and never make defetion 
from. . Thus God fpeaks of his Vineyard,'1/a. 5.2. it was planted 
with the choics/t vine. $0 Fer.2.21, Tet 1 planted thee a noble vine, 
wholly a right ſeed. Thus alſo God ſpeaks of Fadges as at the firſt, 
and Connſettors as at the beginning, 11a.1.26, David had his firſt 
wayes,, 2 Chron.17.3. and ſo Churches have their firſt- wayes, 
when they newly come out of the formins hand of God : Naw 
the Lord expreſſeth-not onely great d:/appointment, when theſe 
firſt wayes.are negleed, or quite alcered and caſt off, as 7er.2. 
21. . How then art thox turned into the degenerate plant of a ſtrange 
vine unto me ? bur great diſpleaſure alſo, and threats of puniſh- 
ment, Rev,2.4,5. hence are thoſe cutting Interrogatorics, Gl, 
3+1,2,354-. : | It; Re A 
Secondly, A ſecond thing in this DoErine is, '7he nature and 
tenonr of chis diſpenſation of God, to try and prove a people 
wich Mercies and Salvation under his ju ExpeQations of them, 
and promiſes concerning them, This we may take in three par- 


 ticulars, | 
.T. When the Lord enters into Covenant with any people, thi Co- 
wenart of his.ts a Commant with Conditions, Faaus eſt - promifſhe | 


ſub cert conditicne, Hence there are the Laws, as well as the 
Promiſes of the Covenant, As the Lord obl1gerh himſelf ro ws 
ſo he requires ſomething from us, and thus the Commanaments 
& Statutes of God are frequently called his Covenant, Exod. 34. 
28.:Deat.4.13. The Lord doth not binde himſelf buc vp0+ rerrs 


ro any people, In the purely ſpiritual Covenant, eitabliſh'd 


with Believers onely, as there are the Laws 6f 1t, 1 Cor 9.21, {o 
there is a ſufficiency of © grace provided, and ibfoluely engaged, 
that there may hea performance and obedicnce unto the end,and 


lo 
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ſo that Covenant.can never be made void or diſannulled to: any 
that are ever brought into the bond thereof, Per.31.31,32;33 
34. & 32.20.” Bitt as to that external political Covenant, which 
takes in 4 Boay of People, here there is riv ſuch engagement of 
grace ſufficient, infallibly to be beſtowed for the keeping of the 
ſame; and therefore it may be 'and is moſt frequently broker 
and 'made void. God threatens to rewove the Candleſtich,, Rev, 
2.5. 2nd ofter/hath he done it.  1/rac! and 7xdah were in the 
iffue caſt 6, for breaking the Lores Covenant, | 

- 2. God never is, nor can he be the firſt that fails in his Cove- 
nant with a people, Their deſertion or dereliion never begins 
with God, but themſelves, Hof. 13.9. You know the common 
anUſtared Rule in this caſe. As of pure Dominion and Sove- 
raignty they begin with-God, & proceed whoſly from him, Row. 
9.11,12,13.bur as of Juſtice myſt have the demerit of the.crea- 
rure to be founded upon , ſuch is Gods forſaking of a people, 
T0:2.17. 2 Chron,15 2. | 

3. Hence there is a Probation-time belonging to the Covenant- 

fate of a people, The Lord will make a trial! whether they will 
keep and be itedfaſt in his Coveriant, yea or no. He will nor fail 
on his part, bur he will be that unto a people which he hath ex- 
£-1ged himſelf to be by Covenant , He will nouriſh and cheriſh, 
He will inſtru and teach, He will ſave and ſhine upon a people, 
and keep the parch of a gracious Covenant, without turning 
aſide from the ſame, and in ſuch a- courſe and way as this 'he 
will make a fult proof and trial of them, He will oftie in mercy 
whileit his hopes of them continue , He will bring many fpecial 
hours of temptation upon them one way or another , He will 
nouriſh and keep up his hopes and expeftaticns as long as may be, 
untill he hath a fall proof of them, and now if they fail him, - * 
there is a critical ſeaſon of altering and changing the conrſe 
and way of his Providences towards them, From fuch a» hour, 

of day, or year,'ts ſuch a perſon or people forſaken of God ; Pro- 
bation-time ceaſerh, and blinding, hardning, ruining time comes 
inthe room of it: Zh. 19, 42. O. that thou hadſt known'! but 
now they are hid from thine eyes, Jer.6.27,28,29;30. Reprobate 
flver (hall menccall them, for the Lord hath-rejefted them, 
.» Thirdly, The third thirig is the Reafon, which ſhull be onely 
this ene... Becavſc'in ſuch a'way as this rhe Lord doth wonderfully 
B 2 glorifie 
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glorifie the Wiſdome, and ſweetneſs, and yighteouſveſs of his Admi- 
»iſtration and Government, The Cords of ſuch a diſpenſation are 


the cords of a man, Hol.11.4. .The Lord: a&ts towards us in a 


ſutable way, as we are intelligent creatures, . made after the 
image of God, capable of judging and diſcerning the Reaſon 
and Equity of things, and of arguing one thing from another, 
and chooſing and preferring one thing before another, As to 
hi El:, the Lord reacheth their Souls with: effectual grace in 
this way : As to others, the Wiſdome and Juſtice and Holineſs 
of God, ſhine forth in their hardning and preparation before- 
hand to deſtrution, This is a way both there cari be no ex- 
ception laid againſt the Lord by any, but he alone ſhall over- 
come in judgement, When the Lord ſhall crinmph mol} in the 
utrer ruine of a gainſayihg,. backſliding, deſpiling people, yer 
he (hall alſo retain the name and glory of a gracious and merci- 
full God, becauſe He often would have gathered Feruſalem, Matth, 
23.37. and there was nothing more to be done to his vineyard which 
he did not do, Tfa. 5.4. 
T he Lords great Expefation of his people,and the promiſe which 
be makes to himſelf concerning them, is principally this, T hat 
they will be children that will not lie, and ſo he becomes their 
Saviunr, | Og 
That which the Lord doth chiefly deſire and require in and 
from his people, that he doth chiefly expe and promiſe to him- 
felf : That which he moſt abhors and abominates, he. leaſt of all 
expects from them that are his. Now Truth is that which the 
Lord deſires, Pſal. 5 1.6. but the Lie is that which he hates, Prov, 
6.17. & 12.22. 1/a.30.8,9. 

Wh. is it to be children that will not lit ? 

The general meaning of this expreſſion hath been already 


Siven, Such as are lying children, they are alſo ſtyled cor- - 


rupters, Ifa.1.4. unftedfaſt oner, flatterers, whoſe hearts are not 
right, who keep not the Lords Covenant, Plal.78.10,36,37. T rea- 
cherous dealers, Hol.6.7, A deceitfd bow, Turners back, &C, Pſal, 
78.57. Hoſ.7.16. By the contrary unto theſe we may know 
what it is not to Lie, Thus we reade of faithful chilaren,Tit.1.6, 
the Generation of the juft or Righteows, .Pſal, 14.5,, ſuch whoſe 
beerts gre not turned back, and whoſe ftrps do not decline, Pl.44.18, 
More parucularly there are theſe (ix things. that che Lord re: 
quires 
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quires from a Coyenanting people, that this Lie may not be 
charged upon them, 5 | | 

1. Purity of Dotrine and Worſhip. Mixtures and corruptions 
in theſe are expreſly called a Lie in Scripture-phraſe, Heſ. 11.12. 
Ephraim compaſſeth me about with Lies, i.e, with falſe Worſhip. 
Antichriſtianiſm is thereforecalled a Zie, 2 Theſ.2.11. becauſe 


it is a mix:ure of falſe Dofrines, and falſe Worſhip. There are 


'the ſies of Errour aud Hereſie, and the lies of Superſtition and 


1dolatry ; the Lord in his Covenant engageth his people againſt 
toth, There is no Errour in DoQtrine, or in Worſhip and Ordi- 
nances, but it tends ſome way or other to alter, pervert, and cor- 
op the Lords Covenant with his people, By this we are to judge 
of the danger of Errours and erroneous praQtices,and anſwer- 
ably to watch againſt the i»fe&on of rhem. | 
" 2. Inward heart ſincerity, or Covenant truth Within,Pla.51.6. 
Rom.2.29. Prov.3.1,3. This the Lord hath promiſed, Deat. 30.6. 
7er.3 1.33. and cal/s for, Deur.10.16, Jer. 4.4. aud bitterly Com- 
plains for the want of, I[a.29.13. Hypocrihie is a Lie, yea a foun- 
tain of Lies, A company of formal cuſtome: born Chriſtians, what 
are they but an heap of Lies in the ſight and eſteem of God, Now 
this inward heart ſincerity it conſiſts in Right prizciples, 1 Tim. 
1.5. Right aims and ends, Mat.6.22. and a Right dependance or 
truſt, Iſa.26. 3,4. as a mans trult, dependance and ſhelter is, ſo 
is his uprightneſs and ſincerity. Such as have tying Refuges are 
lying children. | | 

3. A converſation flowing from and ſuiting With truth and ſin- 
cerity within. That the power and life of praftical godlineſs ſhould 
be entertained into the whole of our courſe and way before the 
Lord, To fail in this is to {ze loudly, 1 Joh. 2.4. & 4.20. 

4. A viſible and open profeſſion and holding forth of and witneſs: 
bearing to the trutht & wayes of God before the WYortid, ROM.10.10. 


David did not onely hide'the word in his heart , but,ſaich he, with 


my lips have 1 declared alt the judgements of thy month, Pfal. 119. 
11,13, The Lord Jeſus witneſſed a good confeſſion, r Tim.6.13. 
and herein we mult alſo follow him, that we may be rae and 
faichful unto God, The danger in this matter will not excuſe us. 


from the dyty. There were an hundred forty and four thouſand, 


Rev, 14.1. that had rhe Fathers name written in their forcheazs, 
they did not conceal nor hide themſclyes, Hence Gods faichtul 
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witneſſes, They are ſuch as have their Banner of witneſs diſplayed, 


notwithſtanding all the bloody rage of Antichriſt, To deny the 
' name of Chriſt, or to wave the publick owning of truths ard 
. wayes which the Lord Jeſus owns and contends for, this is to be 


Lying children, and dreadful will be the iſſue, if the word'f 


. Chrilt be true, 2at.10:32,33. MHar.8.38, Many, caſes there 


are in this matter not here to be touched upon, burif we be the _ 
Lords, and he have any delight in us, we fhall not fail in the 
main of this duty, The Church of Chriſt hath ever had this »;- 
{bility ef a witne(s 1n her confeſſion of the truths of Chriſt, aad 
9p0oſition unto the lies of Antichriſt, 1 7im.3.15. | 

5. © Special fidelity anſwerable unto ſpecial truſt committed, 
As theLord Jeſus is the oe great Steward, whom the Father 
hath ſer up and appointed over all ; ſo there are many i»feriour 
ſub(ervient Stewards ander him, Some are Stewards in higher, 
ſome in ixferiour Ranks and capacities, There are diverſittes of 
gifts which are diſpenſed, unto ſome eminency of parts arid natu« 
ral abilities, unto ſome the wealth of this world, nnto ſome 4 
large and ſwaying intereſt in the Many, unto ſome Authority and 
Office, Now all: theſe gifrs they are Talents as well as Gifts , 
Gifts as freely beftowed and received, Talents in reſpe&t of the 
end wherefore they are beftowed, viz, that they may be improved, 
and an account given of them, To betray a mans rr«ſ#, or not 
tro improve his T alezt, 15 to lie and deal fal{ly, for of a Steward 
it 1s required that he be faithful, 1 Cor.4.2. As every one hath re- 
ceived the gift, ſo we are to minifter the ſame as good ſtewards of the 
manifeld grace of God, 1 Pet.4.10. All the Lords people are to 
be faithful in whatſoever truſt is committed unto them, and in 
ſpecial Magiftrates and Rulers, and ſo alſo Miniſters that are 
Stewards in the Houſe of God, 1 Cor. 4: 1. Lake 12. 42, 
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: 3 Stedfaſtneſs and conſtancy, perſeverence and holding ont, and 
that in a way of felowhhip and Communion with the people of God, 
Heb. 10.23,24,25. Biackſliding children are lying children. T9 
begin well, bur not to hold our, not to maincain our integrity, 
purity, feJJowſhip, fairhfalneſs unto the death, rhis is breach of 


\ Covenant, and to b<lie the Lord and his wayes, ?er,2.5. Gal. 5, 


-,8,9. Colof.2.6,7. 2 Pct.,3.17,18. 
How 


Not to Lie. 5 

How # it ſaid in the Dofrine, T hat o the Lord is, or becomes Queſt. 2.4 | | 
the Saviour of his people ? | | ; 

1. Thereis nothing of Merit impliedinit,,, .i- _ , - r Auſws 

2. There is no barre put unto-the Lords proceeding ſome- 
time with his people upon terms of Soveraignty and Prerogative, 
in the diſpenſations of his grace and mercy, as 1/a.57 17,18,19. 

3. Itisto be underſtood of the Lords ordinary way of dealing 
With his people. Tt. would be;horrible preſumption in: us to ex- 
peR and promiſe to our ſelves Salvation in any contrary way ; 
but in this way of fidelity and faithfulneſs, ic would bea fin- 
full deſpondency not to hope, and expe it upon terms of free- 

race. 
, Reaf, 1. Becauſe our fiaclity and uprightneſs doth now exafly 
anſwer the fidelity and uprightneſs. of God in the Covinant, Our 
truth doth ficly anſwer Gods truth and Covenant-All-ſufficien- 
cy, Gen,17.1. Sy 

Reaſ.2. Becauſe when the Lord's people prove thus, Children that 
Will not lie, now they are by peculiar Glory,, The Lord may and 
doth in this caſe make his boaſt of, and: glory 'in his people, - 
?ob 1.8; If thoſe who have Covenanted with God, deal falſly' 
in his Covenant, and prove Liars unto him, now they ſtain the 
plory of God, reproach and pollute his Name, but if they 
raaintain- their- integrity, continue faithful and upright, now 
they are a Name and a'Praife to him, and for 1/-gel bis glory” 
will the Lord place ſalvation in Zion, lſa.q46.13. Upon all: the 
glory there ſpall.be a defence, Ia. 4.5. With the upright the Lord 
will ſhew himſelf upright, 2 $am.22.26,. 

» Reaſ.3. Becauſe this is the Aim, and ſhall be the final Iſſue of alt” 
the providential diſpenſations of God towards his people, to make 
them to be ſuch children as wilt not lie, The Lord will never ceafe 
working, afflifting, fitting, purging, Ul! he bring his people 
to be of this frame, although there be but a Remnast that wil 
endure and hold out thereunto, Zeph.3.13. 7er.31.23. J/a.1.- 
25,26,27. Kev,21.27. | 

The Application, 

And here I ſhall conſider that'the words of the Text are ſpo- 
ken concerning a People, even the Body of a Nation, and fo 
my endeavour ſhall be ro apply the Truihs deliverel, unto this 
preſent Aſlembly ſtaading before the Lord clus day as the Boay * 
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New-Englands True Intereſt ; 


o this People : Such in ſeveral reſpeRs is the Capacity of this 
olemn Congregation, and unto you as ſuch, my deſire is to 
ſpeak in the Name of the Lord, For many a day and year, 
even from our firſt beginnings hath this word of the Lord 
been verified concerning us in this Wilderneſs, The Lord hath 
ſaid of New-England, Surely they are my People, Children that 
will not lie; ſo hath he been our Saviour, Upon this Baſis have 
all che Saviourly Undertakings of the Lord been founded in the 
midit of us, and upon this bottom do we unto this day abide. 

The ſolemn work of this day is Foxndation-work , not to 
lay a new Foundation, but to continue and ſtrengthen, and 
beautifie, and build upon that which hath been-laid. Give me 
leave therefore, Honoured and Beloved, to awaken, and call 
upon you, in the Name of him who ſends me, with reference 
unto thoſe Foundations that are held forth to us in the Text, 
for if theſe ſhould be out of courſe, what could the Righteous 
do? If we ſhould ſo fruſtrate and deceive the Lords Expecta- 
tions, that his Covenant-intereſt in us, and the Workings of 
his Salvation be made to ceaſe, then All were loſt indeed , 
Ruine upon Ruine, Deſtruction upon Deſtrution would come, 
until one ſtone were rot left upon another, 

Let the Ulſes be theſe four. | 

Uſe. 1, Of Informatien , to let ———_— know what 
that gracious infinitely wiſe , holy and awful diſpenſation of 
divine Providence is, under which the Lord hath ſer us and con- 
tinued us unto this day. We mult look upon our ſelves as un- 
der a ſolemn divine Probation ,, It hath bzen and it is a Proba- 
tion-time, even to this whole" People. Under great hopes, 
and ſingular eminent ExpeRations hath the Lord our God 
been trying of us, and is yer trying us in the wayes of his 
Salvation, There is this oze voice of all his Providences to- 
wards us; they call aloud unto us in this language of a Pro- 
bation-time, To day if this my people will hear my voice ,, To day 
if they will come up to the Lords ExpeRations, and anſwer 
his promiſes, To day, that is, whileſt it is a day of Salvation, 
whileſt the Lord is ver ſo wonderfully preſerving of us, dil- 
playing his Banner over us, holding underneath the Everlaſt- 
ing Arms, and making us to taſte fo much of his loving kind- 


, . . o . 
neſs and tender meccies every way. Divine Expectations 


frultcated 
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fruſtrated will iſſue dreadfully, when the Lord ſhall make us 
know his breach of promiſe, Numb.14.34. This we muſt know, 
that the Lords promiſes, and. expeRations of great things, 
have ſingled out, New-E»ngland, and all ſorts and ranks of men 
amongſt us, above any Nation or people-in the world , and 
this tath been and is a time and ſeaſon of eminent trial to us. 
If T ſhould ſay that the very, world, 'or. common ordinary Pro- 
feſſors expe great things from.us at.ihis day, there is a great 
deal of weiz beta it ; If I ſay that the faichful precious flleaigg 
Saints of God in all other places, that have heard of the Lords 
Providences towards us, do expe and promiſe great things 
from us, this is farre more; But to mention the Lords own 
ExpeRations, this is moſt of all, theſe are. certainly - moſt ſo- 
lemn and awfull, Every Expe&ation of God is moſt jult and 
righteous, Are not my Wayes equal ? ſaith God, Ek, 18. 29. 
Yes, moſt equal, bleſſed God; Bountiful and Rich haſt thou 
been in all thy free Beſtowings ;- equal and jult art thou in all 
thy greateſt ExpeRations, If we do but run over the fore- 
mentioned grounds of divine ExpeRation, it will be ſufficient 
y- commit the judgement of this caſe even to our ſelves, As 
1[4.5.3. 

As for ſpecial Relation unto God , whom hath the Lord 
more ſ1gnally exalted then his people in this Wilderneſs? The 
Name and Intereit of God, and Covenant-relation to him, -it 
hath been written upon us in Capital Letters from the begin- 
ning, God had his Creatares in this Wilderneſs before we 
came, and his Rational Creatures too, a multitude of them , 
but asS'to Sons and Children that are Covenant-born unto God, 
Are not we the firſt in ſucha Relation? in this reſpe&t we are 
ſurely the Lords firſt-born in this Wilderneſs, Of the poor 
Natives before we came we may fay as 1/a. 63..19. T hey Were 
not called by the Lords N ame, he bear not Rule over them : But we 
have been from che beginning, and we are the Lords. + 

As for Extrattion and Deſcent, if we be conſidered as a Po- 
fterity, O whar Parents and Predeceſſors may we the moſt of us 
look back unto,through whoſe Loins the Lord hath ſtretched 
\ forch che line of his Covenant, meaſuring of us out, and taking 

us into be a peculiar Portion to himſelf ? | 
, ds for Reftipulations, and Engagements back again A 
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New-Englands True Intereſt : 


what awfull publick TranſaRions of this kinde have there been 


% 


amongſt us ?  Hathinot- the eye of the Lord beheld: us Jaying : 


Covenant- Engagements upon our ſelves ?' hath not his ear hear 


us ſolemnly Aoching- him, and him alone, to be our God 


and Saviour? Hath not a great part of the world been a wit- 
nefs of theſe things, even of our explicite ownings of,” and 
Covenantings with the Lord as our God, laying this as a foun- 
dation-ftone in our- Building ; and of this we may fay, It. hath 
beena ſpecial Exaſperation unto Adverſaries and Ilt-witlers, 
that defpiſed New-England hath laid claim to, and publickly 
oops and challenged a ſpecial Intereſt in God above 0- 
thers. 

As for our Advantages and Priviledges in a Covenant-ſtate, here 


time and ſtrength would fail to reckon up what we have enjoyed 


of- this kinde ; if any people in the world have been lifted up 


tO heaven as to Adyantages and Priviledges, we are the p_ | 


Name what you will under this Head, and we have had ir. 
We have had 2Zofes and Aaronto lead us; we have had Teach- 
ings and Inſtructions, /ine wpon line, and precept upon precept ; 
we have had Ordinances and Goſpel-diſpenſations the choiceſt 
of them; we have had Peace and Plenty ; we have had Af- 
fliiftions and Chaſtiſements -in meaſure , we have had the 


Hearts; and Prayers, and Bleflins 'of the Lords' people every - 


where; we have had the Eye and Hand of God, watching and 
working every way for our good; our Adverſaries have had 
their Rebukes, we have had our Encouragements, and a wall 
of fire round about us.- What could have been done more 
for us then hach been done ? 

And then in the laſt place, as to New-Englanas firſt wayes , 
what glorious things might here be ſpoken, unto the praiſe of 
iree-grace, and to "uſtife the Lords ExpeRtations upon this 


ground ?- Surely God hath often ſpoke concerning His Chur- 


ches here, as in fer. 2, 2. I remember the kindneſs of thy youth, 
&c. O what were the open Profeſſions of the Lords people 
thac firſt entred this Wilderneſs * How did our ' fathers enter- 
tain the Goſpel, and all che pure Inſtitutions thereof, and thoſe 


Liberties which chey brought over 2 What was their Commu- | 


nipn and Fellowſhip in the Adminiſtrations of the Kingdome 


of. Jefus Chrilt > What was. the picch of their Brotherly w_ 
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of their Zeal for God and his Wayes, and: againſt wayes 'de- 4 
ſtructive of Truth and Holineſs > What was their, Humility, 
theic Mortification, their Exemplarinefs * How much of Holi- 
neſs to the Lord was written upon all their wayes and tranſ- 
actions ? Gad fifred a whole Nation that he might ſend choice 
| Grain over into this Wilderneſs. Wo 
—Thus it hath been with us as to.grounds.of- Divine ExpeRa- 
tion : And therefore let us in the fear of God learn this great 
truth to day, and receive the inſtruction thereof ſealed up un» 
to all our ſouls, That the great God hath taken up great Expe- 
ations of us, and made great Promiſes to himſelf concerning us, 
and this hath been, and js New-Englands day aud ſeaſon of Prog 
bation, ws { | 
Uſe 2, Of Examination and Convittion as to the Returns 
that we have made to God our Saviour ; and that proof which 
he hath had of us, under ſuch and ſo long a trial, How have 
we kept our ſelves from being {ing Children? Here is ſolemn 
matter of Examination. LS. If - | 
How the Lord hath carried it cowards us. cannot but be ma- 
nifeſt, . Fer.2. 31. O generation, ſee the word of the Lord, &Cc. 
How we have carried it towards God, as it cannot ye in the 
dark, ſo it ought to abide under the moſt ſerious and practical 
refle&tions of all Ranks and degrees amongſt us, and of every 
ſoul of us in ſpecial, Letit not be thought unſeaſonable to 
call upon you as a Repreſentative Aſſembly, to look heedfally in- 
tothe glaſs of the Truth delivered, that we may view the pre- 
ſent face of things amongſt us, even the face of this our pre- 
ſent time and generation , not as »atwral men, to forget the Jam.1,23,24- 
ſame immediately, but as ſpiritual men to retain and judge of | 
' things, andas gracioms ones to lament and. intercede with the 
Lord. O what a ſad Metamorphoſr hath there of later years 
. paſſed upon us in theſe Churches and Plantations ? What a 
fruicful production of Lies hath there been in the midſt of us ? 
of Lies tn Profeſſion and PraRice, in Docrine and in Conver- 
ſation ? Certainly the father of Lies hath been bringing. in his 
lies apace the lying ſpirit begins to have a large walk amonglt 
us, venting and diſcovering it ſelf even to the very face of the [ 
| God of Truth, and engaging the Lord deeply in the quarrel 4 
of his Covmant, " oa © WR ; be | 
+ Hiah Mn? SFuxs per? Hon SAC Faxes Va! Ghildre 7 4 
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20 New-Englands True 7ntereſt : | 
Children there are many in this Wilderneſs ; A-numerous 
Offspring bath the Lord-your God given unto you :: But what 
are we the Generation Riſen and Riling up? Are. we Chilaver 
that will rot lie ? would to Godiit were ſo: Are we not rather 
'& multitude. of us, ſuch as keep 8t the Covenant of our God ? 
that refuſe to Walk in his Wayes ? that flatter him with our 
- moutt hes, and. tie .unto bim With our tougues ? becauſe our heart ts 
- not right Veith him, nor arewe ſteafaſt in his Covenant, Plal, 78, 
10, 30,37. | 
When ever the Lord proves a people, He is moſt critical in 
obſerving the .difeoveries that are- made of them, we can in 
no wiſe lye hid-under, Divine Probation, Hence faith the-Lord 
fer. 2, 21, How art thou turned into the degenerate plant of 4 
ſtrange vine VUNTO' ME? that is, not unto me as an Omni- 
ſcient God that know all things before they aQually come to 
paſs, but unto me-»por Probation and trial made, It is a ſo- 
lemn thought for usto think, and a ſolemn enquiry for us to 
make this day ; what are we azto the Lord. our God, under all 
his rrials-of us? And ic is « ſolemn 'Conviction' and Charge 
: againſt us, to haveit ſpoken, as.it muſt be ſpoken in the Name 
et: the Lord this day, O New-England, thy God did expect 
better things from thee and thy Children; not Worldlineſs, 
and an inſaciable deſire after periſhing- things ; not Whore- 
domes and Fornications; not Revellings and: Drunkennels ; 
not Oaths &:falſe Swearings ; . not ExiCions and Oppreſlions , 
not Slanderings and Backbitings ; nor Rudeneſs and Inciviii,y, 
a degeneracy trom the good Manners of the Chriſtian world , 
not Formalicy and Protaneneſs, to loath Manna, to deſpiſe holy 
things, to grow Sermon-proof and Ordinance-proof, not 
Contentions and Diſorders, not an Itching after new things 
and wayes; nota rigid Phariſaical Spirit, not a Contempr of 
Superiours, not Unihankfulneſs and diſreſpect to Inſtruments - 
of choice Service, not a growing weary of Governmen:, and 
a drawing loſe in the Yoke of God: Not theſe things, bur 
better things, O NV-w- Enoland, bath thy God exp: &zd from : 
thee. But what hath the Lord found ? Do 'not you who are 
our. Fathers in the Common-wealrh know ? or cannot tiiofe 
Watchmen of the Lord ich us, whom he hith fet for a Tower 
anda Fortreſs, amon3ſt us, ro know 151 try the Weg of thes prop! ? 
Cerciliuy 
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Not to Lie. 


Certainly all theſe falſe and evil things, and char not by ſcerer 
ſearch one!y, bur openly and in the view of the worjd, hath the 
Lord found. Alas! howis New-Eng1azd in danger this day to 
be Joſt even in New-Enelana ? to be buried in1.s own Ruines ? 
How ſadly may vre lament it that 4/ are not Iſrael that are now 
of Iſrael ? How is the good grain diminiſhed, and the chaff in- 
creaſed ? The firſt generation baye been ripened time after time, 
and the moſ of them gathered in as rocks of corn iz their ſeu- 


ſen, But we who riſe up to tread out the footſteps of them that | 


are gone before us, alas ! what are we? It is a ſad name to be 


ſtyled Chilares that are corrupters ;, but are we not indeed many 171, x. 4. 


of us corrupted, and which is far worſe Corrapters ? How is our 
Wine mixed with water ? what coolings and abatements are 
there to be charged upon us in the things that are good, and 
that have been our glory? We have abated in our eſteem of 
Ordinances, in our hungring and thirſting after the rich provi- 
ſions of the Houſe of God, in our good ftomacks to all that 
which is ſet before us upon the Table of rhe Goſpel, We have 
abated in our Love and Zeal, in our wiſe, tender and faithful 


management of that great duty of mutual watchſuineſs ard re- 
proof, 


There are many among us that have even /uffered many things 


in van , many thac having begun in the fpirir, do now walk as if 
they were to be made perfett by the fleſh , many that are gone off 
from God in potnt of Tependance, looking out to ſecure ſome 
other friends and hiding-places to themſelves beſides the Lord, 
againſt thoſe changes of tines that may come, many (as we 
may juitly fear) that would but too ſoon and too eailly in a day 
of trial entertain a Zte in the Worſhip of God, and return to 
the ony2ns and garlick of Egypt again, How hath that evil work 
of Strife and Divilton fprung up almolt every where among 
vs? in which itis ſolz?mniy to be noted, that chere- is ever a 
mixture of ſin and puniſhmcert $0ing topether : In this thing cer- 


| tainly we have failed the Lords ExpeQuion , for he hath (aid, 


Surely in a Wilderneſs, underthe eve of Obſervers, under ſuch 


Leaders, and the free liberty of all choſe wayrs of Order which” 


Chriſt hath appctored to build up che Peace and Communion of 


bis peop'e, they will certi1::'y be of ce heart and ſoul, brepins ' 


twe wnity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, and whereto thy have 


4 > attained, , 


* New- Englands True Tatereſt ; 
. attained, , welk by the ſame rule, and minde the (ame thing, Stri® 
_ and impartial Examination would yield large matter of un- 
' controlable Conviction as to ſuch things as theſe, Alas ! what 
' way of God with us is there, that hath nor iſſued in the diſco- 
very of the Lie amongſt us? The Anſwers of Prayer that we 
' have ſo often, and ſo eminently received, theſe have diſcovered 
_ our Lie, for we have as often returned again to folly. Our Af- 
 fliions removed, theſe alſo have diſcovered the Lie, for with 
| Hezthiah we have not returned according to the benefit done unto 
75, The Death and Removal of the Lords eminent Servants in 
one Rank and in another, this alſo hath manifeſted the Lie in 
many of us. Whileſt they lived their Piety and Zeal, their Light 
and Life,their Counſels and Authority, their Examples and Awe 
kept us right, and drew us on in the good wayes of Gad, to 
profeſs and practice the belt things ; but now that they are dead 
and gone, Ah how doth the unſoundneſs, the rottenneſs and 
hypocrife of roo many amonglt us make it ſelf known, as it 
was with 704/> after the death of Fehojadah, In a word, we 
that ſtand before the Lord this day, we have gone leſs with God 
then we did at firſt engage and bid him for all his kindneſs, and 

. then we began at fir{t ro yield him, for all the Mercies, Privi- 

ledges and Liberties of this Place, You that have tender and 

gracious hearts, ſuffer theſe things to affeR and afflit them day 

by day, Verily if the load of them be not taken up and born 

by a conſiderable number amongſt us in ſuch a way, there is 
| great fear leſt it crack and ſink us without remedy, 

] Uſe 3. Of Exhortation, As ve would have the Lord to be 
and to continue to be our Saviour, fo let. us ſet our ſelves to 
anſwer the Lords Expectations, Let New-England anſwer the 
Lords Expectations of New-Exgland, that the Lord Jehovah 
may be as he hath been NVew- Englanas Saviour, | 

Men, Brethren and Fathers, We are all bound in a Covenant 
of Truth, to and with the God of Truth, There is an unwor- 
thy Meſſenger ſent to you this day, to pur you i minde of your 
Obligations, and ſolemnly to cajl upon you to be Trae men to 

_ God. New-Enzland men ſhould be True men , let not the con- 
trary hereunto be our reproach either wich God or man. 

What the Lord expects from us hath been laid down before, 

1 ſhall not enlarge upon thoſe ſeveral Particulars again, bh, 
which 
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which T have in my aim, is, not.any thing of doxbrful diſputation,” | 
not meerly Civils or Prudentials , butthe ſure and certain, the * 
often acknowledged, and ſtated, common Intereſt of 'the people 
of God, and of you the Lords People in ſpecial ; The Intereſt 
of Practical Piety and Holineſs, ſo much reproached at this day, 

The Intereſt of unmixed, ſpiritual Goſpel-worſhip, and of the - 
ſincere and open profeſſion and owning of the truths and wayes 
of Chriſt, though perſecutedand trampled on at this day inthe 
worl1; The Intereſt of Unity and Peace'in the wayes of Refor- 
mation, and of expefing and waiting for the iſſue of all thoſe 
Sreat and Aſtoniſhing Providences that are working every 
where, The Intereſt of theſe things, and of juſt and Righteous 
].:bercies in order hereunto, is all that which1 incend, The 
times are come, and haſtning more and more, wherein faichful- 
neſs to God in all thefe things, will be the moſt glorious Crown 
that can be worn upon Earth, A Crown upon which it ſhall be 
graven, Here i the Faith and Patience of the Saints. This then g,, ;.. :-, 
iS the word of the Lord unt9 his New-England Churches and & 14 12. © 
People this day, Let no man take this your Crown from you; No 
Temprations, no Corruptions, no Intinuations, rio Threatnings, 
no Fears, no Adverfaries. | | 

If God had berruſted us here, but with a little , yer he that #5 L:tk | 16 10. 
unfaithful in a little, would be ſo in much ,, and he that i faithful in Mutt; 214246 © 
a little, ſhall be mage ruler over mach : But the Lord hath berruit- 
ed us with much, with a very choice, and conſiderable part of 
the Intereſt of his Name and Glory , and that too in the view of 
the world, and upon manifold Advantages in our upholding, 
and cleaving to the ſame. God hath thruſt down his people-. 
from thetr Advantages in other places, we have ſinned againſt 
ors, but the Lord yet continues them, as the Libcrty and Pri- 
viledge of this day doth teltihe aloud to us. New- England hath 
yet its Advantages as well as its Engarements 1n this great mat- 
ter of Owning the Cauſe of God, and ſtanding their ground 
for God and Chriſt ard che Goſpel. . And this we muſt know, - 
that chis is the time wherein he that & nit with Chriſt is againſt dyity 124 3 
him; the reaſon is, becauſe the Controverſie comes now eo be 
ſtated more openly, and to be avouched more profeſicdly in the 
world, Antichriſt is now diſplaying his Colours, ſe:ting up his 
Standard, and ſo is the Lord Jeſus Chriit, the Anointed King - 

an 
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F | 24 ' New-Englands True Intereſt ; 
| .and Prieſt and Prophet, the Fathers Heir of all things, The field-- 
IS large whereinto the Forces on both ſides are drawing , :bur 
the fight will be very cloſe, and the quarrel in the iſſae finally 
 Gecided, there can be no neutralizing therefore in this day. He 
that gathereth not with Chriſt, ſcatter:cth abroad, we muſt de- 
Clare for whom weare, and chooſe our fide, there will be no 0- 
ther Remedy. We indeed of theſe ends of the Earth have long 
fince made our choice , we have given up our ſelves to the Lord 
Jeſus as ro our Spiritual K ing and Law-giver, to be his portion 
and inhericance : Now that which the Lord expeRs is, that we 
Jick to this our choice, that we give not back a whit, ſo as to be- 
come Z:iars unto thar God who unto us hath not been as waters 
that fail. A poor man, ſaith Solomon, #s better then a liar, Pcov. 
19.22, to becalled Poor New-England, this may ſeem to be a 
Prey. 13.5. Reproach but in truth is not, for he that mocketh the poor reproach- 
x cth biz maker ,, but to be called Falſe and lying New-England, 
this ſhall be a blot and a reproach never to be wiped away. 
As Satan ſaid concerning fob, when God boaſted as it were 
- ro him of his integrity, Chap.1.11 Pat forth thine hand and 
: ronch all that he hath, and he will curſe thee to thy face, and fo 
again Chap. 2.5. So it may be Satan and his In{truments may 
be remprting and ſaying concerning us; Let that people of ſo 
much Profeffion in the Wildernets be but thus or chus proved 
and tried, ler but this or that happen to them, this or that At- 
frighcment, this or that Allurement , Let but ſuch and ſuch be 
once removed by deach or otherwayes, and then it ſhall be ſeen 
what they will come to , It will then appear how they will enter- 
tain the wayes of the world, and give up Goſpel and Ordinances 
and Liberties as well as others, [e/ling their Birthright even for a 
meſs of pottage. But ſhall it ever be thus indeed ? God forbid, 
We have been liſted in the number of thoſe followers of che 


| 
id Rey. 17.14, Lamb who arecalted, and choſen and faithful , let us in the fear 
if 


of God continue till to be of them. Special marks of favour 
the Lord hath been pleaſed from time to time to ſet upon thoſe 
faithful undercakings of his-Servants in this Wilderneſs, where- 
ia Keeping cloſe tro God in matters Civil and Ecclefiaſtical hath 
been the deſign in truth and in fincerity : now the Lord ever- 
more keep us from bringing. ihe marks of infamy upon our 
ſc!ves in any contrary way of walking, 1f che Lord hath named. 
us , 
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Not to Le. 
u$ his 7Pitnefſes, and hath. produced us as ſuch unto the world; 
& we ſhould be now finfully filent, or withdraw,or alter our Te- 
{timony, as to any truth or way or-work of his;,O what a provo- 
cation would this be? Iris a day - wherein-the-Lord hath been 
Riding Circuit, and making proof of all Ranks and degrees of 
men,and he hath found them Liars , {earn men bave:been vanity, Pſal. 61.9 
and men of high dcgree a lie; they have profeſſed for Reforma- 
tion, and to be for the intereſt of Holineſs and Goſpel-worſhip, 
and for the juſt Liberties of the Lords people, but-in an-hour of 
temptation he hath found them Ziars: Now what doth New- 
England ſay? will ye alſo go away ? Let ſuch a queſtion tend to 
eſtabliſh your hearts the more, as it was the iſſue thereof upon 
the Diſciples, 7+h.6.67,68,69, It will be a woful day indeed, when 
the Lord ſhall rake up thoſe words of witneſs againſt ns, 7/a.t. 
2,3. Itwill be a doleful thing to be of a broken credit with God, 
and for the Lord to .pronounce us B-»krupts, If we fruſtrate 
the Lords ExpeRations, he will cut off o#rs. The one contains 
in it the greateſt aggravations of ſin, and the other of puniſh- 
ment, We cannot make God miſerable by the one, ( for of thefe 
fones he can raiſe up children ##t9 Abraham) but we ſhall-be mi- 
ſerable wicha witneſs in the execution of the other upon us. 
It hath been the glory and: the glorying of the Lords people, 
that they have made no defeQtion from him,no not in the ſaddeſt 
times, P/al.44.17,18,19, Let the ſame thing be our glory ani 
our glorying. 
In the further preſſing of this Exhortation, let me a little WM! 
more particularly dire& my ſelf, 1. To the Remainaers of the { \is 
M 


yy 
Aa * 
ama 


p F 
* # X 
4 <eS - a Ooo_—_ To _— | 
- | W _ _ 


—, -- ww * Au as Ac —_ — 
- * . Po 


Ancient Stock amongſt us. 2. To the preſent Generation, 3. To 
our Honoured Leaders and Rulers. 

Firſt, Unto thoſe Who are yet abiding With us of the firſt gene- 
ration of the Lords faithful Servants, thoſe Plants of Renown 
wherewith God ſet his Garden here at the firſt, Let me ſpeak a 
few words unto you Fathers, becauſe you have known that which | 
Was from the beg1nuing , you may take up the Apoſtle Fohy's ex- I 
preſſions, and ſay, That which was from the beginning, which we ; ],h.1.t,q. 86] 
have heard, which we have ſeen With our eyes, which we have looked 
pon, and our hands have handled of the Cauſe and Interelt of 
God in this Wilderneſs, You have had a long and large Expe- 
rience of things , you have ſeen all the great works _ = 

Or 


New-Englands True Intereſt : 

' Lord hath done for this people; you have been long rooted 
and ſatiated in the Houſe of the Lord : As you ought to be, and 
are, ſo we eſteem of you, and account you to be as a Crown and 
an Hozoxy in the midſt of us : Trials you” have ſeen, and trials 
you may yet further ſee, but your 7ri»mph is now at hand. 
You have by this time parted wich the-moſt and the choiceſt of 
your Contemporaries, - your Companions in the foundations of 
the work of Chriſt here, And your eyes behold this day,that an- 
other Generation is riſen up, and begin to ſtand thick upon the 
Stage; and that, even of. them, there 1s one, to whoſe lot it falls 
to ſpeak to you in the Name of the Lord this day. Now what is 
the ſum of your deſires, and would be the chief and top of your 
Joyes, as to thoſe you mult ſhortly leave behinde you ? ls it not 

2 Joh. 4. that your children after you may be found Walking inthe truth, 

3Joh-4+ owning the Covenant of God, maintaining and upholding the 

ſame Intereſt of Holineſs and Reformation wherein you have 

been engaged before us ? Then ſuffer the Word of Exhortation in 

a few words; And the Lord help you to conſider the ſeaſon , 

Your ſcaſon, who have not long to be Examples, and as the Salt 

in the midſt of us; and or ſcaſoz, who have not long to enjoy 

g you. O believe much and pray much for your Succeſlors in the 

Exod: 10.22 Cauſe and work of God, ſhew forth and declare all the works 

P578- 4:5:6,7. of God unto your Children; Charge and adjure them to keep 

the Covenant of the Lord their God ; forewarn them of ſach 

wayes and courſes and perſons, as you know, upon ſufficient 

experience,to be deſtructive to the peace and beauty of our Zo. 

2 Pete 1.13 As long a5 you arein thu Tabernacle, ſtir them up by putting them 

in remembrance, that they may be eſtabitſhed in all thoſe truths 

and practices, which to own and abide in hath been New- 

Englands glory, and muſt be irs preſervatian and ſafety in what- 

ever times are coming upon us. You know what Examples un- 

Devr. 29, &c tO this purpoſe vou have in 2oſes and Foſ3na and David, The 

Joh. 23 & 24 Lord plant in you the ſame love and zeal and care for the Name 

x Ringz." of Godand the welfare of your Poſterity, before you 80 hince 

x Ch: ore 28. - 

and be ſerx no more, 

Secondly, MVzto thoſe who are the Gener:tion riſen and riſin# np 

in the miaſt of us, Suffer me, my Brethren and Companions, who 

am one of yox,, to dire. this word of the Lord unto jor: alſo - 


tius.day, ; 


It. 
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It is we that begin now to be the Body and Bulk of this people * 0.5/4 
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every where, and to ſtand up in the room of thoſe that are gone \”. 


before us; How well we do-or ſhall fit the ſame, the Searcher 

of all hearts he knows, This is ſure, that the work of God,and 

his Name, and his Expeations of great things, do this day de- 

ſcend upon us , Even of x hath the Lord alſo ſpoken it, Surely 

T heſe are my people to0, children that will not lie ,, for his Cove- 
nant 25. agp/14n4ed unto many Generations, It is high time then for p;,1,,.- 5, 
us to bethorowly awakened, It is high time for us to ſtand up, 

ſolemnly to receive the charge, and bleſſing of che Lord our 

God, and of his faithful Servants that are departing from us, 

It is high time for us to prepare the (houlder in good earnelt, 

and to give our necks to the yoke of God, that we may not be 

a fruitleſs, a faithleſs, a perverſe Generation. It is true indeed that dat, 17.17 
there are through grace ſome firſ# Ripe Grapes to be found a- Dew, zz, 5520. 
monglt us, (though of ſuch che Lord hath been ſnatching away 

ſome, (as of late) cluſters in which-the new Wine Was found, and 17a. 65. 3+ 
much of the b/-ing of our Vine contained) but why ſhould we 

fruſtrate the Lord of that ful vintage which be juſtly expects 

from our Generation, My. Brethren, we are the Seed-of ſuch 

as are and have been the friends of God; we are the Chilaren of 

the Covenant and of the Kingdome , O that aft that ſee us might 
acknowledge, that indeed we are the ſeed which the Lord hath bleſ* la. 61. 9: 
ſed. .O that we might be as that ſeed ſpoken of and promiſed. 
1[4.44.3,4,5. upon which the Lord will pozr hes Spirit, and they 

ſhalt ſpring up among the graſs, as willows by the water-courſes. One 

ſoall ſay, I am the Lords,and another ſhall call himſelf by the nawe of 

Zacob, and another ſhall [ubſcribe with his hand to the Lord, and 

ſurname himſelf by the name of 1ſracl, O inexcuſable we if it be 

not thus ! Were our fathers as a »oble vine, and ſhall we be as 

the degenerate plant of a ftrange vine ?. ſhall our vine be of the vine 

of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah ? were they as the beſt 

and choiceſt Wine cheering God, and man, and ſhall we be as the 

ſowreſt vinigar ? ſhall our wine be as the poiſon of dragons ? Shall Deute32- 32233 
all thoſe precious things of God iy this Wilderneſs, which were 

ſ-> ſavoury and ſweet.unto our fathers, and for the enjoyment of 

which, they made heir b.rgain with God, and gave uptheir A, _ 
elſwhere,ſhall theſe be unto us their Children, as ſapleſs,ſavour- £,04'% 85 
leſs, husky things ſo quick!y A ſhall we /o ſoon ſay of —_—_— Judg 2 1 
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. * New-Englands True 7tereſ : 
god ſhall this Birthright do us ? Shall the world, and luſts and 
fins, and vain liberties and new notions be more ſweet unto us 
and thirſted after; then Chriſt and Word and Ordinances, then 
tri and godly Government, then the wings of- Gods Cove- 
nant, then the labour and ſervice of the Houſe of God?. God 
forbid, When God firſt began to keep Houfe in this Wilder- 
nefs, it was furniſhed wich the choicet Houſhold-ftuff, He had 
much Plate and Jewels, and other ſuch precious things, 'Veſſels' 
of Gold and of Silver ;, ſhall 'we now riſe up to fill his Houſe 
with meer Lumber, worthleſs cumberſome ſorry tuff, that will 
by no one be look'd after in a day of burning, nor by any one 
lamented though conſumed in the fire? Shall not we bid as 
much as any in the-world for' an Intereſt in the-Lord God of 
our fathers ?-for ſuch an Intereſt in him as -onr fathers had in 
God ? | Shall not this be more to us then this whole Wilderneſs, 
yea then the whole World can give tous beſide? for the Lords 
ſake let us not be of any other frame. Let not the words of this 
Exhortat'on riſe-up as a Teſtimony againſt any of you. And 
that they may not, -but that we may be found Children that wil 
zot biz, there are theſe DireRions, omitting ſundry others that” 
might have been piven, . : | 

1, Make conſcience, not onely of being rightly informed 15 
that cauſe of God which we are here wrapt up in, and in ad- 
hering whereunto the-Lord hath hicherto preſerved and bleſſed * 
Iris Churches and people, but alſo of getting a ſight and view of 
the divine beauty and glory thereof, There's nothing ſhorc of - 
true aud real glory, divine ſpiritual glory, that can'chain faſt our: 
Souls to:the Cauſe of God, ſo as to own-and cleave to it in'{in- 
cerity at this day. When God carried 'out Abraham into ano- 
ther Land, he appeared to himas 4 God of glory, ARts 7. 2. {0 
did God appear unto our fathers in the way wherein he led them! 
lither, and.in the Cauſe for which : Thus muſt he appear to 
us alſo, if eyer we abide ſtedfaſt with him in that Cauſe, Ir 1s 
therefore a moſt ſweet Peti:ion that the Church makes P/A/.90. 
16,17. Let thy work appear unto thy ſervants, an1 thy Glory unts 
therr childrcn,” Babylon paints her: face anew at this day, Anti-' 
chi harh varniſhed his Intereſt, ſo that there are many who 
are allured and taken with the beauty of chat Harlot , O ler us 
beg:pt .God that. we-may behold the beauty and the guy 


> 


— - —_—_ —_ $-__— - 
Rs TT TO TI - 


m——— 


0 i 


His Cauſe & Intereſt among us: And truly as to this Ciuſe and: 


Intereſt of God, there carr be »v other foundations laid then thoſe 


which have been laid, N-Pnglanas true &main Intereſt,the Caſe 


of Chriſt in his Chsrehes here; Itis a 'fixed''unalcerable thing : 


It is not nov to be found out by any New Light. But alas, how 
many of us grow up and never get one real view of the glory 
of it? of whom that complaint'may be taken up Dex, 29. 4. 


we have uvt unto this day had an heart to perceive, of eyes to ſee, or 
ears to hear, no not unto this day; -Ler'us take heed of enquiring 
of or liltning, in this matter, unto the'determinations and gloſſes 


of ſuch as have had no ſanding in the wayes of God here, bur 
have been grafted in upen By- Accounts, or move in the Excen- 
trick Orb of ſome Private Intereſt diſtin from that of':the* 


whole, And let us alſo lay down this as a Rule , That what/o- 


ever it # that hath been unanimouſly Rejelted ana Condemned is its- 


claims by the Acknowledged FE minenteft» Reformers in: each Age, 


ſence the Apoſtacy of Antichriſt prevailed, T his can never in theſe 
ear ayes juſtifie its Title to that Cauſe of - Chrift that us ts be main-' 
tained and contended for, Jer.6.16. - | on 
2, Letus ſtand feelingly under the weirht of all thoſe Engage-* 
ments that lye upon us to be an' upright Generation unto God. - 


The Lord hath laid all manner of Engagements upon us , By hs ' 


Covenant, into the bond whereof we are brought ; By a4 'hzs 


Meſſengers and Strvants whom he hath ſent; riling up early and 
ſending- chem ; By his Providences from the-begihning ; Ore 


are All the Salvations,” the Experiences, the Miracles of Mercy 
and of Preſeryation that have been beſtowed upon this'people 


and the Cauſe of God here at anytime, yea though we were : 
not then born, Heſ.12.4,5; And we have laix Engagements upon 


onr ſelves, we: have ſaid that we would be the Lords : and O - 


what a God 4s it that'we have engaged our felves ſo fotemnly 


unto? A God All-ſ»ſfitient. Surely out Fathers have not inhc- * 


rited lies or vanity, and things Wherein there 1s xo profit, 11 1aherit- 
ing that God for their portion unto whom we as their Children 
have Covenanted our ſelves. 


3. Take heed of' thinking it an eaſe mattey to ſerve the Lord | 
God of our Fathers, and to anſwer his Expe&itions of us. To | 


have ſuch a vain thought lodging in us, would be to us a founda- 


tion of Ruine, The God of New-E n2laxd, the God of pure Or- - 
D-3- nanees-* 
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'dinances and Churches and Worſhip is a Conſuming fire. The 


4 Exod,2.21, = 


Angel of 'the Lords Preſence wich us will not pardon our iniqui- 


ties, *Foſbya puts the Riſing generation in minde of this ſolemn 
truth, 7o/4.24.19,20. Thoſe that; have zone before us in the 


Cauſe of God here, who and what were they ? Certainly choice 
and pick'd ones, whom he eminently prepared and trained up 
and qualified for this Service ; They were morthies, men of 
fingular Accompliſhments: and of long and great Experience , 
yet did they walk with fear and crembling before the Lord in the 
{enle of their own nothingneſs and inſufficiency for the Work 
hereto be done. But we, poor we, alas what are we! we want 
many ſeaſonings which our Fathers had, we are poor raw 
things ; we want thoſe. eminent Converſions, thoſe Schools. of 
Experience, thoſe Opportunities -and Advantages of gaining 
Knowledge, &c. which they had. 

4. Look after the Root of the matter in your Souls. There are 
many empty outſide Cuſtom-born Chriſtians now adzyes : A 
day of temptation will diſcover what ſuch as theſe will come to, 
when they are catcht in Satans ſnares,and become the Reproach 
of the Goſpel and of a- good Cauſe. O let us get govd ſornd 
Principles, for want whereof the. Profeſſion of ſo many hath 
run it ſelf out of breath, and broke its neck in thefe dayes. It 
hath been ſaid that a looſe Proteſtant #5 fit to become a ſtrict Pa- 
pi/t. A formal ungrounded Profefſor, he will be. fit for Satans 
:r4 in theſe dayes. O get to be (incere-in your Principles, that 
your Repentance may. be thorow Repentance, your Humiliation 
deep, your Faith of the operation of God, your Love to God and 
his wayes and people, a fruit of- Gods '/ove i» Chriſt unto your 
ſouls, It muſt be ſuch a generation that-muſt ſave New-Englanas 
All. Don'c'boaſt it of being Abrahams Children , do nor-chal- 
lenge & lay claim to the diltinguiſhing Priviledges of ,the Houſe 
of God in the pride and unhumbledneſs of yonr hearts. Take 
heed of moving on in the wayes.of God npon the ſtrength of 
bare convictions and external motives only, whilelt indeed ſuch 
wayes are moſt unſuitable unto your unrenewed frame within, 
and co your ſpirits, as yet unſubdued to. the yoke of Chriſt, by 
any Goſpel power making of them, wwilinp in rhe day thereas, ' If 
you have a name only tro Live, you will in the iffue fall down a- 


mong the ſlzin of the Lord, 1 mean ſlain under ſpiritual Fudge 


ents, 
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Not to Lie. | 
ments, who ſhall: be many in theſe dayes wherein we live,* * 


5. Take heed of. and- watth againſt all the variow ſteps, de- - 


grees, methods whereby ment come to forſake and tarn off from rhe 
Lord and his wayes. 1. Men uſe the Ordinance of God /:ght- 
ly and careleſly, 2 King. 10.31, they dwell in Zion, but are itran- 


gers tothe welt-fprings that arethere, Under the fulneſs of 


Ordinances they look not after that'which rheir ſouls may car & 
adrizk,and be ſpiritually ſattated with, Church-warth fellowſhip, 


diſcipline does them no real inward good, 2.Now men'grow ſe- 


cretly weary of all theſe things, as of a garment that warms nor, - 


and bread that ſtrengthens not , they are not tyed by the hearr- 
ſtrings to pure Ordinances and Worſhip, and to a godly Ge- 
vernment, 3, Now men begin:to queſtion the ground and war- 
rant of things, 4. Now'they hearken after 06je&ions,and what 
may be cavild againſt the 'Wayes and Inſtitutions of God, 
5. Now they are impo/ed wpon by deceitful workers , they greeazly 
liſten unto what may be ſaid for the wayes and inſtitutions, 
courſes and cuſtomes of men, 6, Now they take offence at per- 


ſons and things, and ſuffer their ſpirits co be imbicrered. - 


7. Now being given xp by God, they fall quite off Jen gather 
them, they are joyned in with the Inſtruments of Satan,and turn 
Unaerminers at leaſt, if not open Perſecautors. O take heed and 


watch againſt all theſe things. Enquire after all the firſf warp- 
ings of your hearts and ſpirits, be not ignorant of Satans devices, z, Cor.2.11* 
6. Maintain a Reverend and High Zfeem of godly : Leaders, 


Civil and Spiritual Guides, and be {#bje& to them in the Lord. 
Account regular ſubjeftion to be an cxcel/ent thing , and that a 
pliableneſs and yieldablenefſs in this, carries an excellency ot ſpi- 
ricalong with ir, There is not only excellent Hzmility, but ex- 


.cellent 3(4ome alſo in ſuch a courſe. The Or4cy of God both - 


in Civils and Eccleſtaſticals, duely Acknowledged, Reverenced, 


ſubmitted unto in the Lord, will bring fo great a bleſſing with it 


of peace, gracious guidance, a happy iſſ1e in difficult caſes, and 
ſettlement, as too too often we have too much ſelf and carnal 
wiſdome and to0 little faith to believe. | 

7. Plead and improve the Lords Coven:nt with yo, and in 


ſpectul your Bapriſms, the firſt Seal of that Covenant, chat you * 

may be eſtabi1ſhed and made fairhful wirh che Lord therein. It 

we forget and neglc& the Lord in that wherein he begins with ' 
us; "i 
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us, and firſt viſibly rakes hold of us, no wonder if we make no 
progrels, but fit looſe from God all our dayes, 
'  Theſeare the. Dire&:ons that I would leave with you in the 
name and fear of the great God to be thought of and put in 
praRice, There is a Confideration or two whereby I would yet 
further back this Branch of the Exhortation unto .you of the 
Preſent Generation, that are now liſtning unto this ſolemn word 
of God, and.ſo 1 ſhall paſs on with as much ſpeed as may be in 
chat which remains. | 
1. The preſent work of God in theſe Churches i: w#f# fand 
or fall in our hands ;, for it is now devolved upon us of the pre- 
ſent Generation, It is true indeed God can cut us off and graft 
in others; He can fill his Houſe though we were ſhut all of us 
out of doors; He can uphold his own name and glory though 
wewere \wept to the dunghull : But that individual wor k. which 
hath been begun and hitherto carried on in this place, ic muſt 
ſtand and fall with us. Now ſhall the enemy 4/aſpheme becauſe of 
us ? ſhall Satan triumph as a coquerony in us ? 
2. What will become of #4, if we fail the Lord of his Expea- 
tions ? O what goed ſhall we loſe ? what evi/ ſhall we bring up- 
on our ſelves ? Whither ſhall we cauſe our ſhame to go ? will God 
care for a degenerate Race? when the overflowing ſconroe ſhall 
paſs, will there be any San@xary for us with the God of Truth ?' 
What did it profic the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, that they had 
4ll things according to the Pattern, but they themſelves were a 
rebellious and hard hearted generation ? if we be tranſgreſ- 
ſors we ſhall utterly periſh, Enemies and. evils of all forts 
ſhall have 2 bargain of us, Dent.32.30. Except thur Rock had 
{eld them, Jud. 2.14. 
3. I: is not /ong before the Lord will fini/5 his great works in 
the world : Antichriſt ſhall be dettroyed, 1/-ae/ ſhall be ſaved , 
ia. 1.25% ©Z1u0n foall be redeemed with judgement, and ber converts with righ- 
Luke 18. 7,8. teouſzeſs , though the Lord bear long with his Elect, yer he will 
avenge them ſpeedily, That he bears long, hath been already 
fulfilled ; what remains therefore to be accompliſhed, bur only 
that now he avenge them ſpeedily ? (hall we take this ſeaſon then 
wherein to fail the Lord ? ſhall we be among the /af# Apoſtares, 
or whom the ſoreſt vengeance is laid up in ſtore? Ter 4 /ittle 
while and he that ball come will come, ana will nat tarry, Bleſſed 


are 
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Not to Lie. | 33. | 
ire they that "air for, and can abide the day of his toming; | 
Shall we loſe our Bare inthoſe times of Refreſoment' which" ary 
ſo near tocorme? © py > Hf TO ON NNE 

4. Conſider and remember alwayes, that 'the Books that 
ſhall be opened at the laſt day will contain Gerealogies in them. 
There ſhall then-be brought forth a Aegife of the Genealogjes of 
New-Englands [01 and daughters, Bow thall'we many of us 
hold up our faces then, when there'ſhaff be a ſolemn rehearſal 
of our deſcent as well' as of our: degeneracies ? ' To have ir ptib- 
liſhed whoſe Child thou arr will be cutting untothy ſoul, as well 
as to have the Crimes reckoned up that thou art, guilty of, * 

Thirdly, In the third and' laſt<place This Extiortativn is di- 
reed unto you who art in place of Government teſpeQtvely, and 
that' may be this day our 'Efabliſhth Teaders 'and Ruſers. 
Honoured and much Eſteemed ; The Lord hath meafured out 
an Inheritance for a' precious Remnant of his people in this 
Wilderneſs ; we may with all humility acknowledge: that we 
are his flock: andthe fotep of his paſſive,” And' here there is a 
ſolemn Tr«ft that is inveſted irt 7o# who are Ruters; :commitred 
unto you by God and by men , your Mothers Children, though 
not in anger, do make you the X eepers of the Vineyard : ſothat 
Gods ExpeRations and his Peoples are upon you in a ſpecial 
manner, Do Tos alſo anſwer theſe ExpeQations, that as in 
your publick capacities' you are- more peculiarly the Children of Pal. 82.6. 
the Meft High; (o you may be alſo: Children that will net lie. 
If you be true to God, ' to his Truths, to'your Truſt, accord- 
ing to your Abilities and Opportunities of doing for God, his 
Intereſt and People, then know, that whateyer may for a time 
become of that Cauſe arid thoſe precious Concernments, which 
are upon your hearts to ſave, though with your lives, 'if calfed 
thereunto ; yet you your ſelves ſhall'be:ſure to enjoy the Sal- 
vation of God. Be you fixed therefore in your Orb, and not 
as thoſe Stars that now-adayes fall from Heaven , that you may | 
continue to be in the midſt of us, as the light of the morning,” 4 , Sam 24.4. 
morning without clouds, and as the clear foining after rain. "The 
Foundations of your Government” have been Righteouſneſs ; 
of this there is a Record on High, and the Lord hath added 
Peace hitherto, Now your Power and Authority doth lye 
profeſſedly, and by fundamental Conſlitutien, in a dire ſub- 

E  ſerviency 
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Pixl 7. 14+ 
Job 15 35- 
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New-Englands True 7ntereſt 
ſerviency-t0 the Intereſt Power and Kingdome of the Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, .ahd che welfare of his Saints, "This you acknow- 
ſedge and own, and it is your glory; And heran is required 
your . Fidelity- and -Conſtancy, that you may continue Rating 
withGod, and faithful with bis Saints, This is that which God 
expets and promiſeth ro-himſelf,, chat you Rule and, Goyern 


+> > 


regular wa) £0 the utmoſ} .to-preſerve,us from Apoſtacy, 
an F 0a betas lyeng Children, or falſe with the Lord in tus 


the Lord ſolemnly wiſh you this day, and at all times, Profpe- 
rity; We wiſh you 1:/dome, Spirit, Fidelity , we wiſh you an 
Healchful Countenance and Conſlicmion of Aﬀairs ; we wiſh 
you the Caunſels of Truth and Peace, There be many at this 
day, T.he Brood of . Amtichrift, that. are Trawmnling with Ats/- 
chief, andthe hope of ſome of them is to have a good Lying-m 
of it, even hereamongſt us, but they ſhall All of them &>ing 
forth a Lie: But be you Exhorted.to travail with the defigns 

nd-work of God, plotting how eo Exalc the Kingdome of our: 
443; Jeſus, the Righteouſneſs Hotineſs and Peace thereof 
more::2ad more, that ſo you may be as the Mountains that 
bring . forth peace,. and the Hills that bring forth Righteouſneſs 
#nto the Lords people, You know how your Style runs in the 
language of che Holy Ghoſt, you are cated Gor, and we do 
therefore account you 3/47 foipfult,, Now to be a God (as one 
in ths caſe ſpeaks): 1s to be above all Fears, all Hopes, all Tem- 
ptations , to be Immutable, and not to-appear ſo mach as in 
the ſhadow of a: change. Thus. it muſt be wich you: in your 


 meafare, And therefore: as you are called Gods,, minde this 


your: 
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your Gly, - Bat, yet. chongh-yau.be Gods, we muld noe think 
ro finde on hn p17 ay your Deity is ſuch,: that 8 17 
mulcizude.of Inficmities js- compatible therewith ; 'onely there 
may be /»firmitics where there is net the. Lie; Weakneſs and 
Falleneſs are vaſtly. different; ask this grace, that the latrer 

| may never be charged upon you.; Aud ſo the Lord, in remen- 
bring you for goad, according to all-that you have done for this 
people, and'for his Name, ſhall fare you aiſe, according ro the 
multitude of his mercies, ES 
 Tcannot inſiſt here upon all thoſe particulars wherein the 
ExpzRations.of God and:of his people are placed upon. you;, 
your firſt wayes have engaged you deeply. — and 
Rulers they are not only. Foundetion-foner, and ſo Supporter 
of the Common wealth ,” but. they mult. be alſo. Corner-foneg Zech, ro-44 
in the Foundation, to Cowple and Unite , They mult be. Healers; 12 4.7. 
And the good Lord guide you, and proſper youas to this part 
of your work, that ſach a mercy, Uniting and. Healing mercy, 
ay be called after your name. -When the unfeigned: friends 
and ſincere promoters of Reformation, -0n; the oneſide, and 
thoſe that hate Reformetion, - on the other fide, make up the 
two Parties, now (as is obſerved) the fire of .Contention 'is 
»atural , Homogeneous things are congregated, and Heterogeneous 
are ſegregated: But when both the Sides de grow up from the 
former ſore, and they themfelves become divided, the fire of 
this Contention, becauſe of the quite contrary effec, is «»- 
»4t4ral. The Lord-payr out the Blood -of Chriſt upon the laſt 
ſpark of this fire, for'its utter extinguiſhing. : 
| Many Knots and Intricacies there may be, and Clouds of 
.darkneſs upon ſome matters in diſquiſition, which none bu 
2 eden diſſolve, in theſe, chings the Lords people 
are.t9 exerciſe mutual fot bearance, . Circarſtantial Differences 
ought not to breed Swbſantial: Divipons; that would: be a 
Monſtrous and Gigantine birth, It is wrong done tothe Chri- 
ſtian name ſo much as to queſtion, Whether that diverſity of 
 Apprebenſion-in lefſer and. dubious matters among(t the:Lords 
-peaple ought to be born withall, which/can and doth ſuffer a 
Regulation in-order tothe Unity and Peace of che whole, But 
yetthe true Chriitian Goſpel4Z;iberty, was never unto this day 
a Womb big wich Licention(neſs. . And here there is one Poſt- 
y;; = 2 tion, 
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New- Englands Trae 1ntereft : 
tion, that me-thinks can never be denied 'by*#ny that have but 


the common Principles -of ' Reaſon-intire; viz. That '»o Per- 


ſwaſton or Prattice, ran ever in the Conſcience of the contrary- 
minded, have.a good right to publick, Liberty and Conntenance, 
which being thorowly attended to, doth indeed tend to the under- 
mining, and ſo in- the iſſue to the overthrow of the ſtate of the(e 
Churches, in that wherein it is of God, and hath bees largely and 
plentifully owned .by him, Ana of this caſt and the application 
thereof, thoſe who are in Authority may and ought to judge. And 
further, ho can therefore think it much, if ſuch Opinions as 
are not onely in themſelves, but even in the mindes of thoſe that 
hold them, un-C hurching to ſo many precious Societies of Chriſt, 
1 mean as to their viſible Church-ſtate, be very harſh and an- 


. pleaſant, and the uncontrolled ſcope of them much more diſt aſt ful. 


Certainly 4 weaker Body cannot; ought not to do that, or ſuffer 
that upon it (elf, or in it ſelf, upon the account of Charity to an- 
ether, which a ſtronger Body may, and in ſome caſes may be bound 
to do or ſuffer, All regular Charity (ceteris parib#s) begins 
firſt at home, There are-the Pecnliar Conftitutions, -and aif- 
ferent Capacities of places to be conſidered, according as God 
in his infinite Wiſdome doth order and ſuffer matters to be cir- 
cumſtanced, en truely Conſcientious ought to make Conſcience 
here, what they venture upon, or What they demand and ack of 
Authority, There is but one thing more that in theſe matters 
I would ſerioufly minde you of, and thar is a 'piece of ſeafon- 
able and found Advice which fome-where-I meet wich, unto 
this purpoſe for the ſubſtance, That where differences of Ap- 
prehenſion and Opinion do happen amongſt godly Reformers 
in their Enquiries after the Will and Way of God, It be tho- 
rowly laboured that ſuch Points: of Difference be: accnrately 
Fated, and unto the nemoſt that may be poſlible »arrowed, and 


ſome Rules of Pra@ice for the preſervation of Order and 


Peace mutually fixed, and a Probatum eft ſet upon the Expe- 
rierce of them, during the life time of thoſe who have been firſt 
in ſuch matters of Debate and 'Controverſie, for otherwiſe if 
this ſhould be negleRed, and they being dead and gone others 
ſpring up after them to inherit a diver ity of N amts from them, 
the buſineſs of Reconciliation and Compoſure would be ina farre 
more difficult poſture, and rather go backward then forward, 
as 
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as fad Experience in the Chriſtian world lata already Teſti- 
fed. - 1 | ; " 26it3-. tx 
But I may not hold you longer upon thele things,. In a 
word, do all the Lords work in your publick Capacities faich- 
fully and vigorouſly. Execute Juſtice imparctially , Be a Ter- 
rour to evil doers ; 'Egcourage all them chat are faichful ;. Pur 
new. life inco all. publick Work that an", "rm Look .to Our- 
ſcattered unformed places in,your JurifdiRion, .and. that enjoy 
tor ſetled publick Worſhip and Teaching, And as the ſum of 
all; Fall not off from any thing upon. any. pretence Whatſoever, 
which adhering unto, God hath hitherto (aved you and this People , 
for this:would be to Z:ie-unto God, yea to make him a. Ziay in 
the yoiceand teſtimony of all his former Providences. 
I have but a few words of Diredon in all plainneſs to leave 
with 7os alſo, Honoured and much Eſteemed, and ſo ſhall finiſh 
this Uſe, | 
1. -Wait upon. God in your Places for diſcovery of \Light 
aud Trath , that you may underſtand the way- of this: people, Prov. 14. 3: 
and the Lords. way with us, and in the world teo ar this day:, 
that ſo your Wiſdome and K nowledge may be the ſtability of our Iſa. 45,6 
times, God will not be unwilling to communicate Light ro-you 
in his own way, Zccleſ.8.5. Every leſler Star (as one ſpeaketh) 
bath light enough for it ſelf, bur no leſs then a Sun can give 
light to the World. Rulers had need co be full of light, Ler 
Four eye. upon. all occaſions be upward unto the: Father of Plal. 34-5- 


Lights, and ſo ſhall his eye be fix'd upon yours, and this eye of * 32+ #* 


his ſhall guide you. | 
2, Secure your hearts and ſpirits as to ſcerity before the 


. Lord, and for that end ſeek. the honour that cometh from God ) h- 544+ 


onely. Integrity and uprightneſs ſhall preſerve and guide yaw, An 25:2t> 
unbyaſſed Magiſtracy ſhall never want Aſſiitance. Watch a- 94 —_ 
Sainſt private narrow Self-ends , that if in an hour of trial and * 
cempcation, ſome proffer of a private 204, Or to ſave your own 
particular ſtate, ſhould be ſtrongly managed by Saran, to draw 

you off from the Publick. and Cummon Imereſt, yet you: may 

abide reſolved and conſtant thereunto. It was the Reſolution 


| of an Heathen, Ne Immortalitatem quidem contra Rempub icans 


acciperem, Moſes his. Refuſal and the Apoltle Paz/'s wiſh are feb 11+ 24425. 
known to you,, Say you ſhould do mach of Gods werk , bur 


Ro. 
B 3 nog” 8 


Exod.z2 10 48 | 


» * © i 3 
_ , £ _ I "> « -_ - —_— 
. of pt — 
. i % - A. _—_ --- —_— 
r - A » _ "_— 
s « ” a ad 
- 1 
0 muon rr oe womomneey” aeray Ro RIP ; , 
"w " * £ k 
_. 
| 
, 
- 


——_——_— Fi. EXE 


F,ph. IO 
I Joh. y 16. 


r4 continzentia, they will be miſerably #ncertain, -nup and down, 


© New-Enjlands Thee 7ntereft 
not witl afincereaim at Gods end7, this would be to Zi unto 
him, Thus Febs was a Lie in all he did, Let there be no va- 


 riation of the Compaſs with you as to ſincere and upright 


aims and ends, God will:make large allowance to weakneſſes, 
bur chen there muſt be ſincerity, : 
3; Study ity among your ſelves, and in your own Coun- 
ſels; that our firſf wheels may move with the Gveerneſs and un- 
dilturbednefs 'of a'Cceleſtial divine Harmony, ©? 
4. Drink deep of the love of God itt Chriſt, who ſhed' iis 
Blood to ſave his Church, that your love to the Wayes and Or- 
dinances and' Churches and; People of God, may haveits riſe 


and nouriſhment from this fountain. Itis fach a/lovealone that 


will conſtrain you, and remain «nquenmch'd though inthe midſt of 
Oo WR eng | BU WE FI 9" a... 

5. Arm your ſelves with Courage, if you will be good Ma- 
giſtrates,” you muſt þe ſuch as dare to, aRt your Conſeiences : 
and Arm your ſelves alfo with Patiexce (1 will joyn them-both 


rogether) for the #»-thex of the peop]e' niuſt- be: bory, Ger 


from under the inflaence of carnal fears, theſe wif{ make -you 
tolie, I/a.57.11, You have been tanght By Experiente to ex- 
pe& Oppotitions, Trials, Exacerbations ; wickedneſs wilt pro- 
ceed from the wicked , there will be a tumulcnaung” of the paſ- 
ſions and luſts of men, yea and- of the torruptions of good 
men too, under the ſtri&t exerciſe of Government," when' the 
Reins of ' Authority are held ſtraight. Withoiit's/ good med 
ſure of holy Patience and Conrage you will: not hold our, You 
muſt have ſo much Courage as to /ech out that labowr,which be- 
longs to. your Office and Honour:, ſo much Courage that it ma 
not be Seadful to you, to be ſo hemw'd in with -duty on every ſi 
as to ſet yo way of Retreat: | Gn tits, lee AS 

| 6. Look'upon Faith'to be the way to Fidelity; if you will nat 
believe you (ball not be eſtabliſhed, Faith undertakes all upon the 
engagement of God. Faith bottoms the Soul upon the promiſe, 


and builds it up.in a way of ſupplications, Know it, that if you 


will be found m7 on; God at this day tn the work of Ru- 


| lers/yor mult be neither Zowtr nor Midle,* but Tpper- Region 


en, afid there is nothing but Faith, and the conſtanr ively ext» 
ciſe thereof that can carry you ſo high. Such as live upon future 


nox 


Not Jie, © 

now here. and now there, but Faith, theeyeand defign, the hopeand the 

heart of; Faith, fix wholly upon chiugs char are unchargenble. Secure, g* - 
tai - 


” 


hear's therefare in a ſingle dependance upcn, and (te troft in God, Cum 
mit your way t0 the 1.ord at all times, and do-nort conſume away'in your 
own fears and carcs and contrivances yy + - 36 

7- When you have behaved your (clves with the greateſt ſincerity and 
integrity inyour places, and have been able ro 4o moſt for God, ſtill look Gen. 6. $-9. 
fcr your Acceptance with. God, and your Reward from him as of Free-grace Neh. 13.22. 
cnly. Thisis co be uprighriin the:upſhor of al}, IEP 

Finally, have.you nor ofren received encouragements from the promi. 
{cs? hath not the Lord been preſent with you in dfficulties? haveryon nor 
been oft refreſhed with the re{timonv of a good Conſcience, that in finpli- l | 
city and godly faaterity you have managed what hath been in your hand ? 2 Cor. I. 1 | 
have you not been a Government enquiring afrer the-mind and will of Go, 1 
Soon to prayer, and. to adviſe with rhe Word of God apd the faithful, ; 

iſpepſery of the: ſame ? Now then. go on, even this yer #1!fo, in this your 

night, Being:.and Dog Aft for God 3 41d He theit js indeedthe great Shep= | 
herd aud Stove of Iſrael, thall be .in the Midft of you, The mighty Counſellor, Th? | : | | 
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Prince of Peate,. upon whoſe ſhoulder the Gootrnmmt is and (hall be. | 
Vſe 4. Of Exconragoyment and Aſſurance to all the Lords people here in 
this Wilderneſs. Let us but prove Children that will nob lie, and we ſhall | & 
nor want Satvatione If we lie not, the viſion ſha!ll-not li Nothing bur our y | 
own Lie can ſhur os out fromthe Salvation of Godl,Onrgreat work yes 1n 
rhis,to keep from being ing ren 3 we may now caſgeently leave the = 
work of {avirg'us with God, Yex our Enemies in this way ſball be found Deut. 33. 29+ 
Liars unto us : Atchitophel (hall die in Child-»ed, nor being able ro give life | 
and birth to his miſchricvous Conceprions, Balaam may ſet up bis . Altars, d [1 
and offer bis Sacyifices, and ſreh Inchantments once and again, bur withouc | 
ſuccets, when the Lord bobvids not this iniquity i Jacob. nor ſees this pery:1ſe- Numb.23 215 © 
neſs in Iſrael, If the Lord preſerye unrs vs a fairhfol Peopte, a faithful Mi- Exodag 4:58 
viſtry, a fairhiful Magiſtracy, He will ther 4ppoiat Satuation for Walfs ani 1ſa. 26+ 1, % - 
Biulwarks to vs. Tc is New-E1glands Lie that muſt open the door onto New- | 
Erglands Raine, which the Lord for ever preſerve us from, and ſet a deuble $ 
Lock of faithfulneſs vpon all our Souls, that we may be bork fairhful to 
God, and alfo faithful with his Saints. I will bur bri«fly note unto you ; 
a few particulars ont of Pſal x25. ando ſhut vp #ll, © 
Firſt, We heve a'time and featon of ſore trial and exerciſe ſuppoſed, by 
reaſon of the-budding 2nd blofſoming of the .Rod of wicked men and irs 
tying upon'the Lot of the Rizhteons for a time, wit, 3. | 
Secondly, We have the different and comrary behaviour of perſons un- 
der-fuch an hour of remprati»n. Some are Cb3{dzen thrt will not biz , they 
are gyou in ſuch evi{ times, they are upright in their hearts, v.4q. and they 
truſt in God, v.1, Others they prove Liars, rhey tur# afede 3to crooked 
wayes, theyhrink and prevaricare with God, and warp off fromthe ſtrait- - 
_neisof theiRule, and the oprighteneſs cf the Caute'of God, vs. 
Thirily, We have the different iſſue which the Lerd m:kes with rhefe 
d'ff-rent perſons. 1. Thoſe that tin aſide into crooked wayes, and lo prove 
Liars t0 God, He {reds ther forth with the workrys of imaquity ; Uiey Ire not 
| Wer 
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